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I am very happy to note that FTCCI has came out with the report on “Pulses- 
Opportunities and Way Forward”. 

India is the largest producer, importer and consumer of pulses accounting 
for 25 percent of global production from 35 percent of global area under 
pulses. However the productivity of pulses in India is very low compared to 
other pulses producing countries resulting in very low per capita availability 
of pulses.

The Federation has come out with this report that analyzed the reasons for 
low production and consumption of pulses in India and Telangana State and 
measures needed to improve them. 

I congratulate the team for coming out with the study and the measures 
recommended in this note may be considered by the Government of 
Telangana.

I thank all the members who have given their inputs during the conference 
on Pulses and supported FTCCI in bringing out this report.

 
 
 

Ramakanth Inani
President

President’s
MeSsage
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India is home to 46.6 million stunted children, a third of world’s total 
as per Global Nutrition Report 2018. Nearly half of all under-5 child 
mortality in India is attributable to under-nutrition.Thirty-eight per 
cent of the children were stunted and 21 per cent wasted in 2014-15 

according to the fourth round of the National Health and Family Survey. 
Only 9.6 percent children (6-23 months) are nourished a minimum 
acceptable diet (NFHS-4, 2015-16). Nutrition is a basic human need and 
a prerequisite for a healthy life. A proper diet is essential from the very 
early stages of life for growth, development and for a state of overall well-
being. Protein-energy malnutrition as well as micronutrient deficiencies 
can be reduced by increasing the consumption of pulses which are rich 
sources of proteins, minerals, iron and fibre. Thirty-one per cent of Indians 
are vegetarian, according to the 2006 The Hindu-CNN-IBN State of the 
Nation Survey (Yadav and Kumar 2006). Thus, a large part of their protein 
requirement could be met by pulses. The daily protein requirement of an 
average person is 56 g, and 100 g of pulses contain around 25 g of protein. 
At least half of the daily requirement of protein can be met by including 
two servings of pulses in the daily diet. Food security stands on the three 
pillars of availability, access and absorption (nutrition) (UNICEF 2016).

Pulses play a crucial role in addressing food insecurity and achieving 
healthy and balanced diets for all. This indicates the need to unlock their 
full potential to accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda. But there is a slight improvement in 
this (NFHS-5). The COVID-19 pandemic will be possibly worsening India’s 
malnutrition problem. Although, India being the largest pulse crop 
cultivating country in the World, pulses share to total food grain production 
is only 6-7% in the country. For the majority of Indians who are poor and 
who do not eat meat products, pulses form the most important source of 
proteins. To meet the ever growing domestic demand for pulses, however, 
the area and productivity under pulses have to be improved.

1. Introduction
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1.2. Benefits of Pulses
4 Pulses can bring about with a minimum use of resources and it becomes  cheaper than animal 

protein

4 Compare to other vegetables, pulses are less expensive, rich in protein content and can be 
cultivated as an mixed crop, sole crop and inter crop

4 Pulses are mostly cultivated under rain fed conditions and do not require intensive irrigation 
facility

4 The cultivation of pulses builds-up a mechanism to fix atmospheric nitrogen in their root 
nodules and thus meet their nitrogen requirements to a great extent thereby improving soil 
fertility and physical structure

4 Pulses possess several other qualities such as they fit in mixed/inter-cropping system, crop 
rotations and dry farming and provide green pods for vegetable and nutritious fodder for 
cattle as well.

1.3. Objectives and Methodology of the Study
The main objectives of the study are to examine
a) To examine the status of pulses crops such as area, production, and productivity, in India as 

well as Telangana state

b) To develop policy recommendations to enhance the production, consumption, and processing 
of pulses in Telangana State

1.3. Methodology
The study is based on secondary data collected from Statistica Research Department website, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Co-operation and Farmers’ Welfare (MAC&FW), Govt. of India and 
Directorate of Economics and Statistics (DES), Government of Telangana. Primary information 
is collected from the deliberations of conference recently organised by The Federation of 
Telangana Chambers of Commerce and Industry on Pulses: Opportunities and Way Forward and 
over telephonic conversation with the farmers. These streams of qualitative and quantitative 
data sources are utilised to draw policy suggestions for the Government of Telangana to expand 
the growth of pulse crops, consumption of pulses and setting up of processing industries of 
pulses in the State of Telangana.
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2.1 Production of Pulses in India:
India is the largest producer, consumer and importer of pulses in the world. It consumes an 
estimated 26 MT tonnes of pulses annually.Pulses are rain-fed crops, grown mostly in areas that 
depend on rainfall for irrigation. In the past decade India’s domestic production had been less 
than 20 MT till FY 2016. However, from 2016-17, the production level increased to more than 20 
MT highest being recorded in FY 2018 @ 25.42 MT. The production of pulses in India are shown 
in (Table 1& Figure 1)

Figure 1: Total Production of Pulses in India financial year from 2011 to 2020
                                                              (Production in million metric tonnes)

National Food Security Mission was launched in 2007-08 with the objective of enhancing the 
production of rice, wheat and pulses by 10, 8 and 2 million tonnes, respectively by the end of XI 
Plan. The implementation of the NFSM scheme is continued during XII Plan. From 2014-15, the 
Pulses development scheme under NFSM is under implementation in 24 states including Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana with additional production target of 4 Million tonnes by the end of XII 
Plan (2016-17). With the implementation of various schemes under PDP (Pulses Development 
Program) we can observe considerable increase in the area under pulses cultivation. The price 
policy of India, especially minimum support price (MSP), is one of the initiatives in this direction. 
The MSP for pulses are also on a significant hike during last two years. (Table,2)

*2020, estimated

2. Overview of Pulses in India
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Table 2 minimum support Price (msP) (Unit.Rs/Quintal)

2.2 States Contribution in area and production
The total area coverage and production of Kharif pulses during 2018-19 has been 148 Lakh 
hectares and 81 Lakh tons respectively. Rajasthan outshined with first rank in production with 
23 per cent followed by Madhya Pradesh 17 per cent, Maharashtra 15%, and Karnataka at 15% 
share in total production. More than 90 per cent of total kharif production was realized from 10 
states of- Rajasthan, MP, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Telangana, 
Odisha and AP. All India Rabi pulse area coverage and production has been recorded in 143 Lakh 
hectares and production was 140 Lakh tons. Madhya Pradesh with 38 per cent of area and 47 per 
cent of total rabi pulse production in the country ranked first among the states. More than 90 
per cent pulse production was recorded from 10 states of MP, Rajasthan, UP, Maharashtra, AP, 
Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, and Jharkhand  (Tables-3&4 and figure 2 to 3).

Pulses  2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20
Tur  4625  5050  5450  5675  5800

Gram  3500  4000  4400  4620  …..

Moong  4850  5225  5575  6975  7050

Urad  4625  5000  4400  5600  5700

Lentil  3400  3950  4250  4475  ……

Figure : 2
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Figure : 2.1

Figure : 3

Figure : 3.1

The above figures show that pulses are grown as mainly Kharif crop in  
Telangana State and the share of the State in total kharif production is 3%
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2.3 Performance of Pulses Production: 
The performance of pulses production is determined by the area and yields of the different 
countries. Many of the countries are retaining their position in production by increasing the yields 
overtime though the area under the pulses is fluctuating over a period of time. On the contrary, 
India has experienced fluctuations in the area as well as stagnation in the yields of the pulses. 
This is the reason why despite India accounting for 34 per cent of area under pulses and 20 per 
cent share of production, the world’s largest producer; it could not register a mark because of 
stagnant yield remaining at 649 kgs per hectare (between 2010-2017) where as other countries 
have registered considerable growth and have two to four times more yield than India.

(Table.3)

Table.3 country-wise Yield of Pulses

country avg.   Yield Index 
                      Yield (kgs/ha) 

India 649  657

Canada 1977  2001

Myanmar 1497  1515

China 1730  1750

Brazil 1048  1061

Russian 1715  1736

U.S.A 1815  1836

Ethiopia 1789  1810

Nigeria 731  740

Australia 1454  1471

Mexico 829  838
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Figure 4 Value of pulses imported into India from FY 2011 to 2020
(Value in billion Indian rupees)

*2020, estimated

The value of imports of pulses peaked in the FY 2017 at Rs. 285.2 billion and subsequently 
declined to Rs 102.21 billion in the FY 2020 

2.4 India’s exports and Imports of Pulses
Though there is an increase in production 
and productivity of pulses from FY 2017, India 
still depends on imports due to shortage of 
availability of pulses.  India imported pulses 
worth over 102 billion Indian rupees in financial 
year 2020, an increase from the previous 
financial year. This was a considerable drop 
in import value of pulses from fiscal year 
2015 in the country. In 2015-16, there was a 
sharp increase in prices of pulses, making 
them unaffordable for consumers. The 
value of imports peaked in 2016-17, forcing 
the government take measures to control 
the imports by encouraging the pulses 
cultivation domestically and initiated a 
number of measures like substantial increase 
in minimum support price, government 
procurement and introduction of tariff and 
non-tariff barriers on imports. All of this led 
to a sharp dip in imports from FY 2018 (Table 
6 & Figure 4).
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Figure: 4.1  India’s exports and Imports of major Pulses
               (Quantity-thousand tonnes)

The huge import quantities reflect that there is enormous opportunity to increase production of 
pulses in the country. “The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has given its approval 
for removal of prohibition on export of all types of pulses to ensure that farmers can exercise 
greater choice in marketing their produce and in getting better remuneration for their produce. 
Government, to encourage farmers to grow more pulses, has stepped up procurement of pulses, 
increased import duty including Quantitative Restrictions on various pulses, freed exports and 
distributed pulses in various schemes like Mid-Day Meal and Integrated Child Development 
Services with the central subsidy (Pulses Revolution from Food to Nutritional Security, 2018)

2.5. Per capita availability of pulses in India
Per capita availability enhanced during 2017-18. The consumption of cereals declined in rural and 
urban India, the consumption of pulses indicated an increase of about 10 per cent same during 
2004-05 and 2011-12.In 2019, about 17 kilograms per year of pulses was available per capita in 
India. There was a consistent decrease in the amount of pulses available over the years from 
2017 (refer table 8 & Figure, 5). 

Fig. 5
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Per capita net availability of pulses in India from 1951 to 2019:

The per capita net availability of pulses is very low in India at 54.5 grams per day in 2018 and it is 
disconcerting to note that the per capita availability has come down from 69 grams per day in 
1961 to 54.5 grams per day by 2018.

The availability has decreased to its lowest level of 29.1 grams per day in 2003 and latter gradually 
increased to 54.5 gms by 2018. It is observed that there are wide fluctuations in per capita net 
availability of pulses indicating that the production levels are not consistent.

While the Level of daily intake of pulses recommended in the dietary guidelines for India (grams/
day) ranges from 60 to 75 grams per day for the age groups from 7 years and above (for vegetarian 
diet the daily intake should be 75 to 90 grams per day), the per capita availability at 54.5 grams 
per day is a matter of concern and need to be addressed immediately for an healthy society.
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3. Overview of Pulses in Telangana State
3.1. Production of Pulses
The area under pulses in the state is showing a decreasing trend. Total area under pulses was 
recorded 7.69 lakh hectares in 2005-06 but it declined to 5.05 lakh hectares in 2018-19. The 
reasons for decrease in area under pulses’ cultivation may be attributed to farmers preferring 
cash crops like cotton, maize, oilseeds and others over pulses because of their better returns 
and lesser risk. The unfavourable climatic conditions have also affected the area under pulses 
adversely. The production of total pulses was 5.53 lakh tonnes in the year 2005-06, later 
it declined to 2.47 lakh tons in 2015-16. With the implementation of NFSM, the production of 
pulses increased to 5.35 lakh tons in 2016-17 (Table 9 & Figure 6). But the production level could 
not sustain and started declining from 2017-18 perhaps due to the negative impacts of climate 
change and other factors.

Figure 4 Value of pulses imported into India from FY 2011 to 2020
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state Weighted average of Farm harvest Prices of Pulses 

       (Price in Rs. Per Quintal)

2014-15 …… …… ---- 3187.53 4738.23 5514.72 5577 6016.08 3069 3211.25

2015-16 8615.18 7590.11 …… 4488.66 8209.68 7616.66 6516.29 6959.78 6326.00 3327.07

2016-17 4457.69 …. …… 5390.39 6075.81 5012.51 4255.25 4203.10 …… …….

2017-18 ….. ……. 3655.00 4322.90 4504.11 4507.58 4321.96 4186.58 …….. ……..

2018-19 …… 5047.02 …… 4329.00 4566.17 4831.57 5139.44 4995.83 3747.64 4035.24

2019-20 5277.17 4508.00 ……. 4418.64 6031.39 6743.77 5975.45 6015.94 4818.78 4513.03

Year          Redgram        Bengal gram            Black gram          Green gram            Horse Gram

    Kharif       Rabi     Kharif    Rabi      Kharif     Rabi      Kharif       Rabi          Kharif       Rabi

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of Telangana

3.2 Farm harvest prices of pulses in Telangana state
The fluctuations in production levels and area under cultivation can be linked to the weighted 
prices of pulses in the market. The data relating to prices of pulses over a period of time is 
presented in table below. It can be seen that the prices of various pulses are varied and there are 
wide fluctuations in output and yields (see table 9). The prevailing uncertain market conditions 
and inconsistency in prices of pulses is the major deterring factor for farmers in cultivation of 
pulses.
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4. Challenges in cultivation of Pulses in Telangana

India is the largest producer of pulses in the world, yet it is also the largest importer of pulses. 
The issue with India is that it is more vegetarian than any other society in the world and pulses 
are also the most economic source of protein for Indians. Consequently, our dietary dependence 
on pulses as the main source of protein is enormous. However, the fluctuations in area under 
pulses cultivation and low yield per hectare continue to hinder attaining self-sufficiency in 
pulses production. Low affordability of pulses among the low income and poor people is one of 
the major reasons for low levels of consumption and demand in the country. 

The government of India has initiated various programs to increase the production levels but 
farmers are still facing challenges in production and marketing of pulse crops. 

To understand the challenges faced by the farmers and other stakeholders in increasing the 
pulses production and consumption in the State, a seminar on “Pulses: Opportunities and Way 
Forward”, was organized on World Pulses Day i.e on February 10th. The deliberations during the 
seminar have thrown light on many problems faced by the farmers that are listed here. 

Also few farmers are interviewed to understand the farmers’ perspective on cultivation of 
pulses and what is preventing them from growing pulses. From the deliberations/discussions, 
the main constraints/challenges faced by the farmers in increasing the production and yield are 
compiled. 
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major constraints in Pulses crops cultivation in  
Telangana state

Yield of pulses is affected by various factors such as climatic conditions, type of soil, Timely 
availability of inputs, Usage of high yielding variety (HYV) seeds /short duration pulses varieties 
apart from investment in mechanisation, irrigation facility, crop specific farm practices etc. 
The changes in cropping pattern like bringing more area under cereals or commercial crops 
due to profitability, double cropping or intercropping systems in the region affects the area 
under pulses cultivation. Other factors that affect the yield and production levels are - Level of 
development, Infrastructure facilities, supply chain and Market mechanisms.

Studies shows that there are considerable fluctuations in the area under pulse crops in Telangana 
State – area under Green gram is reduced considerably whereas area under black gram and 
Bengal gram moved together and area under red gram registered a positive growth. Over all 
there is instability in the area under major pulse crops. 

some of the major constraints are:
4 Majority of the area under pulses cultivation is rain fed and 

pulses are also grown under marginalised lands in India as well as in 
Telangana state. The growing of the pulse crops is subjected to 

vagaries of monsoon. These two factors together contribute 
to the fluctuations in area under pulses and productivity 

of the pulse crops, this ultimately results 
in fluctuations in the production of 

pulse crops in Telangana State.

4 With the completion of 
Kaleshwaram Major Irrigation 
Project, 18.24 lakh acres of 
land across the State was 
brought under irrigation 

facility. The availability of water 
made farmers switch to water 

intensive crops like paddy and wheat 
and also other commercial crops.

4 The government’s support 
to paddy cultivators through public 

procurement system and minimum 
support price (MSP) has brought in 

huge change in cropping pattern. Farmers 
are more inclined to grow paddy than opting for multiple 
cropping system like growing pulses.  

4 Green revolution has mainly benefitted cereal crops and 
there are no innovations in improved varieties of seeds 
of pulses. The investment in Research and Development 
(R&D) in this area by the public policies is marginal. There 
has been no technology breakthrough in any of the pulses 
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crops 

4 In addition to these, high cost of cultivation due to higher labour costs 
for harvesting pulse crops is discouraging farmers to grow pulse 
crops. There is no machinery available for harvesting the pulse crops 
to reduce labour costs.

4 Absence of timely availability of inputs and credit for working capital 
needs have further causing higher costs of cultivation. 

4 The lower and fluctuating prices for the pulse crop outputs are 
experienced by the farmers resulting in lower profit margin making pulses 
cultivation less attractive. Farmers perceive pulses as having a lower cost benefit ratio vis-

à-vis other crops like wheat and rice.

4 Weak research extension-farmer linkage is also leading 
to lower yields. Practice of natural farming for growing pulse 

crops may enable farmers for lowering cost of cultivation and 
realising higher yields. 

4 Lack of proper storage facilities is forcing farmers 
to sell their produce at lower price. 

4 Lack of awareness of nutritional contents and 
benefits of pulses’ consumption among the consumers 
has led to lower demand for pulses.

4 Absence of innovations in decentralized post-
harvesting technologies at household level like 

mechanized Chakkies, as in case of Paddy in Japan, is 
constraining farmers to process pulses to obtain higher 

prices by adding value to their raw pulse output. Thus, 
farmers have lost the opportunities to participate in post-

production process. 

4 Lack of access to capital for establishing the pulse processing 
industries at commercial level has led to stagnation in the expansion of processing industries 
of pulses. 

4 The absence of organized supply chains and non-penetration of alternative market chains 
through the entry of national and multinational companies has led the slow growth in 
production of pulse crops and processing industries. 

4 Above all, the conspicuous absence of innovations in the pulse based products to suit 
the tastes of consumers is also one of the reasons for non-commercialization of pulses 
production.



24 Pulses: Opportunities & Way Forward

5. Policy Recommendations

Policy Recommendations:
The following are the policy implications emerged from the Panel deliberations; policies relating 
to Production and Marketing, Policies for pulse processing industries, and Policies relating to 
enhancement of pulses consumption.

5.1 Recommendations for enhancement of Production and marketing

4 The State of Telangana has undergone transformation in its landscape with the large amount 
of additional land brought under irrigation by the implementation of Kakatiya Mission and 
Kaleshwaram Project. Combined with improvements in power supply the state is slowly 
accelerating the process of moving towards mono cropping pattern, more so towards paddy 
cultivation. Mono cropping effects soil health, and create biotic and abiotic stress to the soil. 
This may lead to increase in the extent of fallow land. As per data, Telangana State has 17 lakh 
hectares of fallow land constituting 15% of geographical area and cultivation.  The commission 
for Agricultural Costs and Prices CACP has called for conversion of rice fallow land for pulses 
production to facilitate better income for farmers that also improves the soil fertility by nitrogen 
fixation. 

4 The government of Telangana should include pulses in the Public Distribution System. This will 
slowly help small farmers to diversify from paddy to pulses. Farmers should be encouraged to 
grow pulses as single crops instead of growing pulse in a mixed crop. Since the State government 
has been encouraging cultivation of red gram, farmers had cultivated the pulse in 10.80 lakh 

A study, which was conducted by ICRISAT in 14 villages across Telangana, found that the regular 
consumption of pulses, a key source of protein for many Indians, is shockingly low in the state of 
Telangana and only 37 per cent of the people were consuming pulses.

It also stated that for 72 per cent of the people in the villages pulses were the sole source of protein 
as they were unable to afford to eat animal products such as meat, fish, milk and eggs which are 
rich sources of protein. Just 7 per cent of the people were majorly dependent on animal sources of 
protein with the remaining dependent on protein from both pulses and animal products.

Lack of protein in diet can lead to variety of health problems, besides stunted growth among children. 
Since the farmers are diverting their crops from pulses to cash crops and cereals, they are forced 
to buy pulses, the prices of which are always high. As a result they cut down on pulse consumption 
leading to insufficient protein intake and undernourishment. 

Thus, there is urgent need to increase pulses production and improve consumption levels to protect 
children from stunted growth and associating problems and provide sufficient nourishment for 
adults.  
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acres in the State this time. Hence, in the same way, the policies and programmes of the state 
should be fine-tuned to encourage farmers for growing all types of pulses. 

4 Crop Zone System need to be implemented for focussed growth of agri and allied sectors. Zone 
specific development policies enable faster growth and regional development. Government 
may designate certain areas / districts for pulses cultivation and provide the farmers with high 
yielding variety seeds, pest control measures and post harvest facilities. 

4 ‘One District One Product’ scheme of Government of India may be utilized to bring pulses under 
the scheme and enhance production of pulses as well as to promote pulse processing industries 
in the respective districts. 

4 NABARD need to impress on banks, including regional rural banks improve the scale of finance 
for pulse crop and bring flexibility in terms and conditions of finances. Setting up of Farmers 
Producer Organizations (FPOs) is to be encouraged for handling marketing of crops, especially 
of small and marginal farmers. 

4 NABARD is encouraging Farmers Producer Organisations in the tribal areas setting up of Dall 
mills, mini-Dall mills, branding and marketing of various types of pulses. These facilities may be 
extended to non-tribal areas too. 

4 The observation of “Instead of promoting exports of water-intensive crops such as rice and 
sugarcane, it is important to promote production of pulses by providing better quality seeds 
and appropriate price support,” highlights the importance of pulses for sustainable farming and 
government need to make measures in that direction. 

4 The minimum support price (MSP) is not effective for pulse crops; prevailing market prices should 
be taken into account while fixing the MSP to bridge the gap between demand and supply

5.2 Recommendations for attracting investments into Pulse Processing Industries

The panel discussions have brought out many policy implications in regard to pulse processing 
industries in Telangana State. It has brought out clearly that there should be two types of processing 
industries, viz., Farmer household-based industries and commercial industries. The former enables 
farmers to participate in post-production process of pulses production creating value addition to the 
crop. This enables farmer to obtain higher incomes and emerge as an entrepreneur. The later enables 
the business entrepreneurs to promote and expand large scale commercial industrial units. These 
two steams of industries should contribute to the decentralised rural industrialisation. The water 
supply from Mission Bhagiratha of Telangana state should also facilitate the rural industrialisation. 
The following recommendations help promote Pulses Processing industries in the State creating 
demand for pulses:

4 The decentralised pulses processing technology needed to be promoted in Telangana state, the 
technology should require very less capital. The initiatives of the government which are already 
taken to produce industrial technologies to reduce capital requirements and decentralisation 
of pulse processing industries at village and farmers level should be further strengthened and 
should be widespread like Japan model of milling of rice system. Thus, capital and the subsidies 
required for production as well as promotions of processing industries can be saved by the 
governments, both by the states and central governments to a larger extent.

4 There is a need for upgrading as well as promoting skills in Telangana State to match supply 
with demand for skills for establishing pulses processing industries at the village level. This not 
only ensures skill sets but also generate employment at village level contributing to regional 
progress and reducing migration of people. Skill Training programs in the areas of Cleaning, 
Sorting, Grading, Packaging, and Labelling should be imparted to rural youth. 

4 The Dal Mills for processing of pulses are mostly located in neighbouring Maharashtra state and 
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the farmers take their produce to Maharashtra state, bring back and sell it in Telangana. The 
shifting of dal mills to Maharashtra happened due to VAT on food grains in the erstwhile Andhra 
Pradesh and in Telangana where as it was zero in Maharashtra. Since the disincentive for shifting 
the Dal Mills is removed under GST, the government should take initiative and offer incentives to 
set up processing units at the points of production in the State to reduce the logistics cost.   

4 Government should link up with agricultural universities, technology based industries and 
logistic companies to formulate a comprehensive plan for providing policy support for pulses 
production and processing industry.

4 There is a need to develop Contract Farming System between farmers and food processing 
industries to create consistent demand for pulses

4 The Government of Telangana State should fine-tune its policies of Capital subsidy, production 
linked subsidy, GST exemptions and establishing product-based cluster of pulse processing 
Industries across the districts of Telangana State for enabling the industrial units to grow 
sustainably.

5.3  Recommendations for enhancement of Pulse consumption 

Pulses are one of the crops which ensure the nutritional security. Telangana government ensured 
food security. But it is time to ensure nutritional security also through promoting consumption of 
pulses.

4 Pulses supply itself creates its demand. This approach should be followed for pulse production. 
Higher production, given the demand, will lower the prices of pulses leading to increase in 
consumption levels. So, the government should come with heavy input subsidy as well as price 
protection mechanisms. Through Farmers Producer Organisation the issue of price fluctuations 
can be addressed ensuring guaranteed returns to the farmers by government and NABARD.

4 The Government of Telangana should encourage for pulses output to be linked to channels like 
Public Distribution System, Mid-Day meal and ICDS and other public welfare programs to ensure 
adequate demand for pulses.

4 The food consumption pattern has drastically changed mainly due to attractive and vigorous 
campaign of cereal based foods like pizzas, burgers, pastas, noodles, cookies etc by multinational 
companies. Historically Telangana people were pulses consuming people, but now with advent 
of food revolution this consumption pattern has changed leading to lower demand for pulses. 
This needs to be reversed and there should be a concerted effort by all stakeholders involved to 
promote traditional pulse based foods among young generation.  

4 Vigorous campaign of benefits of pulses consumption should be initiated as is done for eggs and 
milk consumption. For example “Sunday ya Monday, har roj khao Ande” has become huge hit and 
created good market for eggs.  

4 The scientific reasons and benefits of nutritional content of pulses should be widely popularised 
by the state and its related agencies and Farmer Producer Organisations to bring realisation on 
the part of the consumers. 
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aPPenDIces

Table 1: Total Production of Pulses in India, FY 2011 to 2020

(Production in million metric tonnes)

Table 3: States ‘Contribution in Area & Production- Kharif Pulses (2018-19)

   (Area – Lakh ha, Production Lakh tonnes)

Year Production
2011 18.24
2012 17.09
2013 18.34
2014 19.26
2015 17.15
2016 16.32
2017 23.13
2018 25.42
2019 22.08
2020* 23.01

states area % contribution states Production % contribution
Rajastan 42.75 29 Rajastan 18.67 23
M.P  27.47 19 M.P 13.53 17
Maharastra 21.96 15 Maharastra 12.34 15
Karnataka 20.87 14 Karnataka 11.81 15
UP  8.23 6 UP 5.83 7
Gujarat 4.41 3 Gujarat 4.00 5
Jharkand 4.32 3 Jharkand 3.92 5
Odisha 4.01 3 Telangana 2.57 3
Telangana 3.90 3 Odisha 2.52 3
AP  3.63 2 Tamilnadu 1.65 2
Others 6.74 5 Others 4.08 5
All India 148.30  All India 80.91

Source:  Statistica Research Department, *2020, estimated

Source: DES, Ministry of Agri& FW (DAC&FW), Govt of India

I
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Table 4: States ‘Contribution in Area & Production- Rabi Pulses (2018-19)

Area – Lakh ha, Production Lakh tonnes)

Table 6: Value of pulses imported into India from FY  2011 to 2020

(Value in billion Indian rupees)

states area % contribution states Production % contribution
MP  38.53 38.53 MP 46.93 34
Maharastra 18.06 18.06 Rajastan 18.92 14
Rajastan 16.33 16.33 UP 18.25 13
UP  14.68 14.68 Maharastra 14.49 10
Karnataka 12.69 12.69 AP 6.58 5
AP  9.63 9.63 Karnataka 5.93 4
Tamilnadu 6.60 6.60 Chatisgarh 4.57 3
Chatisgarh 5.43 5.43 Bihar 3.99 3
Bihar 4.33 4.33 Tamilnadu 3.86 3
West Bengal 3.88 3.88 Jharkand 3.44 2
Others 13.10 13.10 Others 12.90 9
All India 143.26  All India 139.84 

Source: DES, Ministry of Agri& FW (DAC&FW),Govt of India

Year amount
2011 75.12
2012 94.48
2013 133.45
2014 110.37
2015 170.63
2016 256.2
2017 285.2
2018  187.5
2019 80.35
*2020 102.21

Source:  Statistica Research Department, *2020, estimated

II
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Table 7: India’s Exports and Imports of Major Pulses

 (Quantity-thousand tonnes, value-crores)

Table 8: Net availability of pulses per capita across India from 1951 to 2019,

(in kilograms per year)

2010-11  209.02  870  2777.83 7512
2011-12  173.50  1068  3495.84 9448
2012-13 202.67  1285  4013.24 13345
2013-14 345.55  1749  3177.89  11037
2014-15 222.14  1218  4584.85 17063
2015-16 255.74  1553  5797.71  21176
2016-17 153.86  1228  11281.63 22160
2017-18 135.42  1120  8296.04 14462

Quntity Value  Quantity Value

eXPORT    ImPORTYear

Source: Min of Agri& FW (DAC & FW),GOI

Source:Published by Statista Research Department, Oct 16, 2020

Year    Per capita Per Year (kg)
1951     22.1
1961     25.2
1971     18.7
1981     13.7
1991     15.2
2001    10.9
2011    15.7
2012    15.2
2013    15.8
2014    16.9
2015    16.0
2016    15.7
2017    20.0
2018    18.7
2019    17.5

III
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Table 9: performance of total pulses in Telangana state from 2005-06 to 2019-20

Year area Production Productivity

2005-06 7.69 5.53  719
2006-07 6.86 3.68  536
2007-08 7.31 5.16  706
2008-09 6.64 4.62  696
2009-10 7.12 3.37  473
2010-11 7.57 4.74  626
2011-12 6.18 2.96  479
2012-13 6.11 4.91  804
2013-14 5.56 4.65  835
2014-15 4.08 2.62  642
2015-16 4.72 2.47  520
2016-17 6.95 5.35  ……
2017-18 5.34 5.14  …….
2018-19 5.05 4.42  …….
2019-20* 5.30 4.67  …….

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of Telangana; Note: (Area in lakh hectares, Production 
in lakh tonnes Productivity in kg per hectare)*Telangana socio economic outlook 2nd advance estimates, January 2020.
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